Reproductive response in suckling Corriedale ewes to the ram effect during the non-breeding season: effect of postpartum condition and the use of medroxyprogesterone priming.
The response to the ram effect and the use of progestagen priming was studied in postpartum suckling Corriedale ewes. Two experiments were carried out during the non-breeding season. In experiment 1, the effectiveness of the ram effect to induce fertile oestrus in postpartum ewes was determined. While no significant differences in the frequency of ewes in oestrus were found, the overall conception rate was significantly higher in ewes that were weaned at least 6 months before the study started (63.3%) than in 60-90 days postpartum ewes (45.3%, p < 0.01). In experiment 2, the influence of medroxyprogesterone acetate priming on the response to the ram effect in suckling Corriedale ewes was determined. The frequency of ewes in oestrus and conception rate between ewes that remained unprimed and 6-days-primed ewes were similar. We conclude that it is possible to induce oestrus in postpartum suckling Corriedale ewes using the ram effect during the non-breeding season and that the use of progestagen priming seems to be ineffective in improving the response of postpartum ewes to the ram effect.